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Waubonsee Community College 
SOC130 - Marriage and Family 

Kathleen Westman – Asst. Professor of Sociology 
Fall, 2008 - Telecourse 

 
Professor: Kathleen Westman Mailing Address:  Waubonsee Community College 
Phone: (630)466-2557 Attn:  Kathleen Westman - APC 
Office: Academic Professional Building 285 Rt 47 at Waubonsee Dr 
Office Hours: By scheduled appointment. Sugar Grove, IL  60554 
Web Page: http://chat.waubonsee.edu/~kwestman/
E-mail: kwestman@waubonsee.edu
Timeline: All course work must be completed on or before December 12, 2008.
  
Text:   

Benokraitis, Nijole V. 2008. 6th Edition. Marriages and Families, Changes, Choices, 
and Constraints.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 

Intelicom Intelligent Telecommunications. 2007. Our Families, Ourselves Course 
Study Guide. ISBN 10:1-58370-080-3. 

 
Course Description:  

An exploration of the social context and of the dynamics of marriage and family 
patterns.  Special emphasis in the course will be placed on the changing role of the 
family in society, gender and sexuality, bonding, communications, parent-child 
relations, family and work, the family life cycle, and various family crises. 

 
Course Objectives:
This course is designed to provide opportunity for the student to: 
 
1. gain an objective view of the social dynamics of marriage and the family as part of 

society; 
2. explore the social forces affecting patterns of premarital heterosexual relationships and 

mate selection; 
3. examine problems of marital adjustments throughout the family life cycle; 
4. review the basic biological, social and psychological aspects of human sexuality; 
5. discuss elements involved in effective family communication patterns 
6. discuss the role economics and children play in marriage and family relationships; 
7. analyze various crises which may arise in families; 
8. investigate alternative living arrangements to the traditional marriage arrangements. 
 
Testing and Grading:  
1. As a telecourse student, you will be able to buy the textbooks and begin studying for the 

telecourse the day you register.  You will not, however, be allowed to take a test until 
August 25, 2008. 

2. This telecourse is presented through textbook readings, student study guide and 
videotapes/DVDs.  It is the student's responsibility to keep up with the readings and video 
assignments and to schedule testing when prepared. 

3. Your course grade will be determined by either multiple choice tests or essays and a five 
page paper.  Students will be expected to choose one of these two options for testing: 

Rev. 07/09/08 Page 1 of 3 \SOC130T\SOC130_910  

mailto:kwestman@mail.wcc.cc.il.us


  K. Westman 
  SOC130 

Option A.  Students will be expected to take four multiple choice exams after completing 
reading and DVD lessons 5, 9, 13 and 18.  Each multiple choice exam is to be taken at the 
Assessment Services Office, 134 Collins Hall, Sugar Grove or at Room 115 in Aurora.  
Bring photo ID.  
--OR -- 
Option B.  Students will be expected to write four sets of essays (typed only) and e-
mailed or mailed to the professor after completing reading and DVD lessons 5, 9, 13 and 
18.  Identify SOC130 Telecourse and exam number on all documents.  Essays are to be 
1500 words (two pages), minimum, per question.  You are to select two from the three 
offered.  A five page paper is also required for this option.  You must contact the professor 
(e-mail, mail or phone) to receive the exams and paper assignment if you choose this 
option. 
 

 

Segment Reading Assignment Course Study Guide 
and DVD Complete Exam 

1 Chapters 1 through 5 Episodes 1 - 5 #1 (options A or B) 
2 Chapters 6 through 9 Episodes  6 - 9 #2 (options A  or  B) 
3 Chapters 10 through 13 Episodes  10 – 13 #3 (options A  or  B) 
4 Chapters 14 through 18 Episodes  14 – 18 #4 (and paper, if option B) 

4. Steps to Learning Success:  Complete the reading assignment in the textbook.  View the 
corresponding DVD video episode for the reading assignment from the DVD series, Our 
Families, Ourselves.  Watch the DVD episode in its entirety for the designated reading 
assignment.  Complete the Active Review exercise in the Course Study Guide referring to 
your textbook and DVD episode as needed.  Consult the answer key for the active review.  
Take the self test and check your answers.  (Intelicom page 0). 

5. You should complete the first test by midterm of the semester.  Should you fail to 
complete the course on or before December 12, 2008, you must contact the professor to be 
allowed another semester to complete the course.  An Incomplete Form must be 
completed and signed by YOU and the professor in order to continue this course through 
the Spring, 2009 semester.  At the end of the second semester, should you fail to complete 
all tests (option A) or essays and paper (option B) you will receive a failing grade for the 
course. 

6. Please let the professor know when you have completed the last test and/or paper.  This 
will allow your grade to be reported quickly to the registrar. 

 
Grading scale for all areas: 

A = 90% to 100% 
B = 80% to  89% 
C = 70% to  79% 
D = 60% to  69% 
F = less than 60% 
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About the Videotapes/DVDs:
Complete sets of tapes or DVDs are available to rent through the Distance Learning Office.  
The Distance Learning Office is located on the Sugar Grove campus in Collins Hall.  There is 
no extra fee to rent a complete box set of telecourse DVDs.  If you are unable to come to the 
Sugar Grove campus to pick up a complete set, please call to explore your options.  The phone 
number is 630-466-2402. 
 
Academic Honesty: 
Students found cheating or plagiarizing will be given a zero (0) on the exam or assignment.  
Please refer to the 2008-2009 WCC Student Handbook, "Student Conduct," in regards to 
dishonesty and other conduct issues when professor reports academic dishonesty to the WCC 
administration. 
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