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Methods of Evaluation: 
 7 Essays based on the text, Discovering the Western Past (50 points each) 
 3 Exams based on the “Western Tradition” videos (40 points each) 

Essa
You l n chapters.  Since you are only 
equ d uld like to use.  Be sure to 

your chapters carefully, because I will not accept more than seven essays from each student.  You will 
ls 

rovided in the “Western Tradition” videos.  The exams will 
 available August 25, 2008 at Waubonsee’s Center for Learning Assessment on either the Sugar 

 hours.  
e 

llowing: 

 
ys 
 wi l notice that our text, Discovering the Western Past, contains fourtee
ire  to write seven essays, you may choose which seven chapters you wor

choose 
not be able to replace an essay with a low grade with an 8th essay.  Please see the instructions for more detai
about the essay assignments. 
 
Exams 
You will need to take three exams.  Each exam is computerized and consists of forty multiple choice 

uestions, which are based on the information pq
be made
Grove campus (Collins 147) or the Aurora Campus (Room 110).  The time limit for each exam is two
On the first test, if you are not happy with your grade, you may choose to take it a second time.  If you choos
to retake the first exam, only the grade from the second try will count toward your final grade. 
 
Academic Honesty: 
Acts of academic dishonesty as cited in the Student Handbook shall be subject to disciplinary action upon the 

structor’s discretion.  Such acts include, but are not limited to, cheating and plagiarism and will result in in
one or more of the fo

 A failing grade (zero) on the assignment; 
 A failing grade for the entire course; 
 A report to WCC’s Student conduct board. 

 
Gra
 
90— 0

0—89% B 
 

0—69% D 

This grade will be given as an incomplete in rare cases and only if the student makes 
ctor before final grades are due. 

 
 

Course Schedule and Assignments 

ourse Schedule

ding Scale: 

1 0% A 
8
70—79% C
6
0—59% F 

I 
formal arrangements with the instru

 
 

 
C  

ed the course materi etermine which readings and 
apes correspond to the various d of the semester (see the top 

e specific date). 

I have divid al into three parts.  Use the following table to d
assignments.  All Assignments are due at the ent

of the syllabus for th
 
Topic Reading/Viewing 
Age of Absolutism to the Age 
of Revolutions  

Wiesner, Chapters 2—5  
Programs 27—38  
Exam 1 

Industrial Revolution to the  6—11  
Great War 

Wiesner, Chapters
Programs 37—47  
Exam 2 

The Great War to the Present  Chapters 12—14  Weisner,
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Programs 48—52  
Exam 3 

 

 
 

ssignments for Discovering the Western Past: A Look at the Evidence (You must complete 

 

 
A
essays for SEVEN of the following chapters) 

o 

urces in the chapters and formulating your own conclusion based on the information these documents 

tand 
 a 

ays and that your conclusions are unique.  That is great!   

 

 will need to answer.  Read these sections carefully.  Be 
ure to also read the “Questions to Consider” section and “Epilogue” as they will provide additional 

urces 

essays 

d 

have listed the central questions for each chapter below.  These will guide you as you compose your 

r thesis.  Remember, you only need to complete 
EVEN.   

 
Instructions: 
Each chapter in Discovering the Western Past poses a set of questions, or “problem,” which you will need t
solve using the evidence provided.  Your job is to take on the role of historian by analyzing the primary 
so
contain. 
 
The purpose of these assignments is to teach you how to analyze primary sources and to help you unders
the processes historians use to interpret the past.  You will likely find that the sources can be interpreted in
variety w
 
I recommend that you start by viewing the programs from the “Western Traditions” series.  These programs 
provide you with important background information for each topic that will help you when you go to analyze
the sources in the Discovering the Western Past text. 
 
Next, choose a chapter in Discovering the Western Past and read its contents.  The sections titled “The 
Problem” and “Sources and Method” provide you with important background information to the sources.  
They also contain a set of “central questions” that you
s
information to help you in your analysis of the sources. “The Evidence” section contains the primary so
that will help you solve the problem.  You MUST use these sources to formulate your answer.  
 
Lastly, compose your essay.  You need to complete essays for SEVEN of the following chapters.  Your 
need to be a minimum of five pages in length, typed in a 12 point font, and double-spaced.  Each essay is 
worth a total of 50 points. 
 
I recommend that you contact me often throughout the semester so that I will be able to help you understan
the sources and complete the assignments successfully. 
 
I 
argument and develop your conclusion.  Keep in mind that your essays should do more than merely answer 
the questions.  You will also need to develop an argument, o
S
 
 
Central Questions: 
(You will find these same questions in “The Problem” section of each chapter.  I am repeating them here for 

e sake of clarity). 

bsolutism 

th
 
Chapter 2: Staging A

 What was the theoretical basis for absolute royal authority? What was traditional and what was new
in the justif

 
ication of royal power as expressed in late sixteenth- and seventeenth-century France?  

How did such early modern kings as Louis XIV communicate their absolute power in the various 
nd symbols of royal authority? 

 
 

ceremonies, displays, a
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hapter 3: The Mind of an Age: Science and Religion Confront 18th  
entury Natural Disaster 

 
C
C

 Why did the Lisbon earthquake present such an intellectual crisis for eighteenth-century thinkers?  
How did theologians explain the disaster within the framework of their beliefs?  How did 

eir thought on the physical world and 
 divine forces leading? 

 
Chapter 

Enlightenment thinkers explain it?  In what direction was th
its relationship to

4: European Material Life, 1600-1800 
 

time?  What were the causes of these changes?  What 
aspects of the modern, global economy can we discern in the period from 1600-1800? 

Chap  

What was the material existence of the majority of Europeans at the outset of our period?  What 
changes occurred in their existence over 

 
ter 5: A Day in the French Revolution, July 14, 1789 

 Why were the people of Paris angry in mid-July 1789?  How were Parisians mobilized for action
Who made up the crowd that stormed the Bastille?  

?  

 
Chapter 6: Labor Old and New: The Impact of the Industrial Revolution 

 How did industrial labor differ from pre-industrial work? How did industrial labor evolve?  What 
effects did the new labor have on the first generation of men, women, and children in Europe’s mill
and mines? 

s 

 
Chapter 7: Two Programs for Social and Political Change: Liberalism and Socialism 

 What visions of the future did liberals and socialists propose?  How did they hope to realize their 
ideals?  How did their ideologies differ?  

 
Chapter 8: Vienna and Paris, 1850-1930, The Development of the Modern City 

 How were Paris and Vienna physically reshaped in response to early-nineteenth-century problems? 

 
hapter 9: Expansion and Public Opinion: Advocates of the “New Imperialism” 

How did this physical transformation affect the lifestyle of urban dwellers? 

C
 What were the main arguments in favor of colonial expansion used by the six advocates of 

alism?  
 

imperialism? How did each spokesman attempt to appeal to public opinion? How can these sources 
aid in identifying the principle motives and justifications for the new imperi

Chapter 10: Women in Russian Revolutionary Movements 
 What changes did those women involved in the Russian revolutionary movements want to b

about, and what actions did they take to implement these changes?  Did women’s concerns, 
strategies, and objections differ from those of men, and if so, how?  What special pro

ring 

blems did 
women revolutionaries face and how might these have affected their ideas? 

Chap  
 

ter 11: World War I: Total War 
 What was the nature of modern, or total, warfare? Why was World War I different from previou

wars?  What impact did it have on the soldiers at the front? How did it affect civilians at home?
s 

 
 

 
Chapter 12: Selling Totalitarianism 

 What image did the Nazis convey to German voters?  Why did they appeal to German voters?  How
did the Nazis use media to aid their rise to power?  In other words, how did the Nazis “sell” 
totalitarianism to the German people? 

 

 
Chapter 13: The Perils of Prosperity: The Unrest of Youth in the 1960s 
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 What aspects of the modern state and economy provoked the events of 1968?  What vision of the 
future did the leaders of the French and Czechoslovakian movements embrace?  How did the
propose to achieve it? 

y 

 
 
Chapter 14: The European Nation State and Regional Ethnic Nationalism

 What ethnic and national issues now challenge the traditional European nation-state?  Why have 
such issues proven very divisive in Europe?  What do you think will be the character of the 
European nation-state in the twenty-first century? 

 
My grading criteria: 
 
Note  g  
importan  I 
annot u appreciate fully your ideas, no matter how 

e.   

These essays contain an argument and demonstrate analysis of the sources, but not 

e sources.  Prose is unclear or disorganized.   

ingful 

on rammar, spelling, sentence structure, and organization: Clear writing and effective organization is
t if you want to convey your ideas to the reader (me).  If I cannot follow your argument or if
nderstand your sentences, then I will not be able to c

wonderful they may b
 
A = Excellent (45-50 points). These essays offer a well-developed argument and demonstrate a sophisticated 
analysis of the sources.  Sources are effectively used to illustrate and support the argument.  “A” essays also 
demonstrate college-level writing skills.   
 

= Good (40-44 points).  B
at the same level of sophistication as an “A” answer.  Prose might be a little awkward or unclear at times. 
 
C= Fair/Average (35-39 points).  These essays answer the questions, but contain an underdeveloped 
rgument and/or superficial analysis of tha

 
D= Below Average (30-34 points).  These essays do not contain an argument or they do not address the 
entral questions.  Prose is unclear and disorganized.  Sources are under-utilized.   c

 
F= Failing (0-29 points).  These essays do not answer the questions or fail to use the sources in a mean

ay.  Plagiarized, late, and incomplete essays will also receive a failing grade. w
 
 


